Double-stranded RNA in Drosophila melanogaster cultured cells.
Various cultured cell lines of Drosophila melanogaster contain 10 to 13 discrete double-stranded RNAs ranging in length from 1 to 4 kilobases. These RNAs were characterized by nuclease susceptibility, density, solubility in LiCl, thermostability, electron microscopy and gel electrophoresis. These RNAs, which are similar to Reo virus RNA could not be detected in adult or embryonic tissues.